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NINGALOO MARINE PARK, SANCTUARY ZONES 

 Hon NORMAN MOORE to the Minister for Fisheries: 
I refer the minister to the publicly expressed views of the Department of Fisheries in relation to the proposed 
sanctuary zones in the enlarged Ningaloo Marine Park. 

(1) Does the minister support the departmental view that the proposed sanctuary zones will be detrimental 
to fish stocks in the marine park? 

(2) If so, what is he doing to persuade the government to the department’s view? 

(3) If he does not support the department’s view, what is his view? 

Hon JON FORD replied: 
I thank the Leader of the Opposition for the question. 

(1)-(3) My view on marine parks in general is that a pragmatic approach is needed.  I am negotiating with the 
Minister for the Environment a memorandum of understanding on how we move forward with regard to 
future marine parks and how we deal with the current system under which marine parks are established.  
That will include bringing stakeholders into the process at an earlier stage to ensure that a broader range 
of experience and expertise is provided to help with the decision-making processes. 

Hon Norman Moore:  What about the sanctuary zones in the Ningaloo Marine Park?  Do you support the 
department’s view?   

Hon JON FORD:  I am still taking advice on marine parks in general.   

Hon Norman Moore:  I am asking in particular about Ningaloo Marine Park.  You would be aware that the 
department has said that those sanctuary zones are not in the best interests of fish stocks.  I think your 
predecessor held the same view, but the government has taken a different view.  I am interested in knowing what 
your view is.   

Hon JON FORD:  I am still formulating a view.  As the Leader of the Opposition is aware, I am new to this 
portfolio.   

Hon Simon O’Brien:  They haven’t told you yet?   

Hon JON FORD:  I have been told a number of things.  I am working my way through the complex marine 
parks issue.  I intend to take a holistic perspective on the issue.  A number of marine parks have been proposed, 
which I intend to deal with.   

Hon Simon O’Brien:  You are starting to blather now.   

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  The minister is answering the question.   

Hon Kim Chance:  In eight years the opposition didn’t get a single marine park up, so when the member throws 
stones at this minister, just remember how hopeless you were.   

The PRESIDENT:  Order, Leader of the House!  I think the Minister for Fisheries is just about to conclude.   

Hon JON FORD:  The short answer is that I am reviewing the whole process with the Minister for the 
Environment.  When I formulate a view, I will make a statement to the house.   
 


